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Good morning, New Vision Center.   My name is reverend LezlI Goodwin. I’m your other Senior Minister along with Reverend Karin.
    
And today is a special day. We keep telling you that don't we  today is a special day.
    
Today we are getting to do something that is so essential to the heart of New
    
Vision Center that I don't think we could overstate it, which is to honor and deepen into our music ministry. It has been said many times that to sing is to pray twice.   And today the whole message is a musical prayer.
    
Our wonderful Larry Hartstein and Frank Smith have worked together to create five unique chants for us… new, special, just for us. And they represent the five steps of spiritual mind treatment, which is our form of affirmative prayer.
     
Now, we teach affirmative prayer quite a lot, right?   We kind of never stop banging on about it, right?
     
But to intellectually understand prayer is very different than to feel the energetic truth of the Divine Peace work through your body and nothing does that quite like music. So, our message today is going to be alternating chanting together and then a little bit of teaching and chanting together and a little bit of teaching.
     
All of the chants are written in the first person, which means they are specifically designed to feel like you're speaking your own prayer through this service, so I invite everyone to bring up to our hearts something that we are ready to hand over to the Divine. It could be something we're celebrating and want to deepen and expand our manifestation of or it could be something that we're ready to have a different experience with.

So go ahead and let something rise up that you would like to pray on together today. The beautiful Cerise Patron will sing each chant for us. She'll sing it herself once and then we'll sing it together several  times.
   
The amazingly talented Frank Smith will underscore the entire service so the music will never stop. Even when I’m teaching and speaking, the music will continue to hold us in that place and together.

We're going to light this whole city up with prayer!   Are we ready? And I invite Cerise and Frank to begin.


[MUSIC]
   
When I look, all I see is love.
When I listen, all I hear is love.
When I feel, all I feel is love.
Because everything, everything is Love.
[REPEATS]    
    
We lean together into the mystical teaching that a name for  God is Love, the ultimate Good,  Infinite Mind, perfect Truth, Beauty, Grace and Being.

 God is all there is. Love is all there is. All else is but illusion and confusion.

This love, this  God is everywhere, everywhere present and so it must be in and through and as all things, all beings, everywhere all the time.

Naturally this flows that I exist, we exist. And if Love,  God, Infinite Truth, the Beloved is all there is… then we are that.

We are made of  God, Love Truth, expressing  God, Love, Truth in all that we are. There's no other choice, it's the only thing.

And so we lean into the knowingness that there is no separation between the infinite goodness of life and who we are. And our stripped down, most basic, maskless self is infinite Love.

How good it is to rest in the knowingness that I am good! I am made as an idea in the mind of  God, made by love.

And so, we deepen into this next step of treatment together with Cerise and Frank.

[MUSIC]

I’m a Divine Idea in the Mind of  God,
A Divine Idea, fashioned by Love!
[REPEATS]

I am a Divine idea in the mind of God, in the mind of Infinite Intelligence, a Divine idea in the consciousness that runs through every subatomic particle on the planet…

…that mystical truth that underscores all of life, every faith tradition, every philosophy, every beautiful thought has been a Divine idea in the mind of  God, brought forth, made out of Its love and manifest on the planet.

And each of us are that, knowing that truth it leads to the natural conclusion that each one of us is Divinely connected to every other beloved everywhere… because we're all one. This is the Divine principle of unity, of Oneness: that there is only one, that you and I are one.

Particle physics teaches us that if we place our hands together like this and we zoom in with an electron microscope, we find that there's no place where you can see where it stops being my hand and it starts being yours. We're just a cloud of electrons.
 
So it is true on the spiritual and emotional plane as well that we are all One. We get confused sometimes. We get forgetful sometimes. But being confused or forgetful does not change the truth. I know I've done badly enough on enough math tests to know that my confusion did      
not change the answer.
     
If everything is this Oneness, if we can lean into this idea that everything is this beautiful flowing Oneness, then it makes perfect sense to recognize that the allness of life, the entire Universe is conspiring for our good.
     
The allness of life is working for us, bringing the highest and best for everyone everywhere, all the time. We can trust it. We can lean into knowing that the Universe, the manifest body of the mind, of  God is here to support every one of us in our best. None of us more important or less Important, because we are all One.
     
And so, I invite us to join with Cerise and Frank, leaning into this idea that this whole Universe is conspiring for us right now!
     
[MUSIC]
      
The Universe conspires on my behalf.
Spirit loves me, so I have all I need.
[REPEATS]
     
And so, I invite us to bring that thing to mind once again, that thing that we were willing to surrender over to the Divine in this prayer.

The Universe is conspiring on our behalf right now, without any need to think about controlling circumstances, making things happen… without any need to wait or force or push or sacrifice or martyr or take anything that belongs to anyone else.
     
There's more than enough for everyone and every needed thing is always provided. And so      
we open ourselves up into the state of receiving.

We can claim our good without any question. There's no need to pussyfoot around and say “Well, you know, if I’m well enough, well-behaved, if I’m a good boy…
    
No, no… the Universe conspires on our behalf and brings us all that we need because it is the natural unfolding of the highest good for life itself.
     
It's the most beautifully elegant natural truth that ever has been or ever will be. God loves me, Spirit loves me. How do I know? Because it is the nature of love Itself! 

Of course love loves me! Literally, that translates into “love loves love.” Well of course it does – it's love!
     
And the same is true for every beloved within the sound of my voice. The same is true for every beloved everywhere…

including those people who do that thing or who do not do that thing. You know… “those” people, the people we tend to close our heart to, the people that we think of as the “other.” There is no “other.” There is only one, there is only one. And so, we claim our good right here right now with no quibble, with no space to let in any doubt at all.
     
Because the truth of the One is that every needed thing is provided and it's easy and it's beautiful. Because it's the way the Universe works.
     
We can be grateful in this now moment for that which we pray even if we don't see it yet because we know good is always coming. Good is always here and more good is always on the way!  It's as true as gravity, it's as true as the need to take the next breath.
     
And so, we join in with our gratitude with Cerise and Frank as we anchor our gratefulness for that which is already heading to us right now
     
[MUSIC]
Thankful, I am thankful, I am thankful for the love!
Grateful, I am grateful, I am grateful for my life!
[REPEATS]
     
I invite you to feel into your physical body temple into your heart and into your spirit and notice this truly palpable physical sensation of being in this space of gratitude and positive expectancy.

When we're teaching Science of Mind and Spiritual principle, you often hear us say we want to move you from your head to your heart. We want to move you from just the idea down into the physical, feeling tone of it all the way into your gut all the way down to your toes.

Have you ever noticed how when Cerise sings, you feel moved in a different way? I swear, it's because she doesn't sing from her toes… she sings from about six feet under the ground and pulls the whole earth with her when she sings!
 
When we pray with our mind it works, yes, it works. When we pray with our heart, with our 
Soul, with what our founder Ernest Holmes calls “fire in the belly”, this feeling tone we've generated here today… it not only works – it moves mountains!  It is the great Ganesha Ganesh, the remover of obstacles. It is the infinite wisdom of mysticism itself.

This is what we call forth when we allow ourselves to be the embodiment of prayer, beyond the philosophy, beyond the idea and into full embodiment this state of energetic gratitude primes the pump of good to continue to flow into our bodies into our hearts into our lives. It is that which heals and energizes and vitalizes.
     
It is this feeling tone that changes our hearts so that our lives open into a fuller expression of who we really are and so we encourage and allow that gratitude and that energy of knowingness to move not just here, but here all the way through our own selves and here, all the way through the community.
     
So that this healing energy is affecting the people driving by outside on Tatum Boulevard. This energy is affecting the neighbors in the houses and apartments near you. They don't know that you're participating in New Vision Center via the online campus and yet something feels good to them because this is a universal truth, a universal energy.
 
When we trust in this goodness, when we accept that what is happening in this congregation today is not a unique and completely isolated event. It's special. We created it it's special but it's something that we can create on the daily in our own lives.

When we trust that it's never going away, that gives us the faith required to truly turn over that which is on our heart to the infinite Spirit to have claimed what we want and then to let it go so that the law of Universal action, the creative medium of the Universe can take that intention  and walk it out in the world. 
  
But we have to believe it to really let it go don't we?  We have to let go of the idea that if I don't do it, it won't get done or won't get done right…

…and open up to the tiniest possibility that the energy that set the stars in motion might be  better at arranging my new job promotion than me…

…that the energy that grows plants and whispers to baby birds how to break out of their shell knows the next step for my life. And here's the important part: cares enough to orchestrate it.

When we really believe it, when we feel it in our soul, we can release it completely and let the magic of the Universe do It’s work for us, as us.

And so, we release with Cerise and Frank.

[MUSIC]
My word is my prayer.
My prayer is my word.
God listens and I know I’m heard.
[REPEATS]

And so we allow ourselves to revel in the feeling of a complete and fully embodied Spiritual Mind Treatment, our form of affirmative prayer.

And we recognize that the invitation for this week for every week for all time is to indulge  ourselves with as much prayer as possible.



We can speak our own prayer; we can read prayers. There are beautiful books of affirmative prayers. We can join our practitioners in the prayer zone after service for a minute or two for that deep, deep connection of prayer. We can meet with practitioners for whole sessions if we have things that need to be talked through and understood and completed in prayer. We can pray with partners, we can pray in classes, we can watch this service – which will live on YouTube in perpetuity as many times as we want. We own the rights to this music so we can  put it on YouTube – thank you Larry and Frank!

And so from this place of feeling tone of deep gratitude and understanding the gravitas of this teaching like truly this is the feeling tone at the underneath deepest mystical level of what Ernest Holmes was sharing with us when he wrote all the things he wrote. 

We have the opportunity to recognize our part in the universal structure of life itself and in this community…

…that as each of us our New Vision Center, as we are New Vision Center, so too we lead this community through gifts through sharing through our talents and through our financial treasure. So, I invite each one of us (thank you, Reverend Karin) I invite each one of us to take that which is ours to give financially today and to hold either our gift or representation of it or the energetic perception of it to our hearts.
     
Oh so delightful it is as you notice we have three beautiful receptacles right here at the front. We also have ways to give online. You can also auto-tithe. There are a million ways to contribute.

So, we take that representation, and we just go ahead and repeat after me.

This gift I give is  God in action. I give it in love. I give it in joy. I give it knowing there's more than enough. Every needed thing is always provided when I speak a word of blessing over this service and all who have contributed to it over this gift, every gift every receiver the center and all the places this joy wings out to every outreach team, every class every beloved and call every bit of it good and very, very good.
     
And so it is.


You can watch the video of Rev. Lezli’s talk – including the chants – by going to this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7n6NDmEDQY&t=979s
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